anners Matter

Politesse makes for happy party-goers and -throwers, so RSVP already

By Jane Meredith Adams

t's not 3 holiday party at our house withowm

someone crying, and 1 don't mean tearfully

gushing, Thir o the bapprest night af wry life —

1 ami potally, complesely fulfilled. This season

promises tm be above-average in the anguish

department. Not only do T have to worry
bout getting my hands on Boot Camp Barbie and
Marine Ken for my kids, the whole bioterrorism
hing has put the kibosh an my powder-dusred gin-
gl:l‘l'lr:.ul WIITIET.

Sa I'm doing what Marie Osmond advised m her
hoiike about postparmom depression — 1'm asking for
help. T gave a jingle w all the pary-gvers | knew to find
auit if 1 was the only ane silentdy sobbing at the huffet
ihoiat rude goes who don't RSVP, smangers whio
urrive uninvived and vegans. As it tums oot, [ am not
lonie. Beneath the cheery masks we hostesses and hosw
weear, i lot ofus look like Keith Richards on an off-night.
Miayrwe put these bad mannens to rest? Muy we agree on
ruibes for party-givers and -goers? We think so,

1. RSVP does not mean ESP. You cannot send
your hostess a “vibe" thar }'nu‘l] coine 1o her fabulous
soiree. Yot st plt:k ujp the phane and ell hee. Or
else. Woe to the giest whio fails to reply to Sharan
Bruna's mvitations. “1 lu:ql 0 database of who did
RSVE and who did not,” says the Palo Alo HI"Jllh'ii:
designer. “In the comment section, | pot the reason, In
SOITIE CASES IS I-ur!;:n'q.l.rll: and in some cases — not.”

Menii Ve has bieen VEry, ViETy B sl 1 Brono. As a

hlhm. 5'!1: ll.'vl'_'l.l- o be o .h!lt-'l.'l.'. once reluctandy :Il|u'l.i‘ -
ing a gucst 1o bring a sleazeball date o a formal

Thanksgving dinner. “1'hat's changing as menopause
kicks in," she says. “The lack of estrogen is helping me
say no,”

2. Failing to RSVP and/or show ap ata party auto-
matically means you'll run into the hostess/host. In
San Francisco, David Daniel Bowes recently threw a
lovely baby shower for two moms-to-be. Fifty invita-
tions went out a month in advance. “We got three
RSVPs," he says. Between 20 and 25 guests showed
up; as for the rest, Bowes sees them regularly at
rehearsals of the Philharmonia Baroque orchestra,
They seem to be a brazen group. “They never said
anything,” be says,

[lustration by Jo Rivers

3. Don't lie about an -
vite. The electronic party mvitaton system is also a bie
detector; irtracks when the e-mail invitation is opened
online. “[f they say they never gotit, you say, "Chh really?
You viewed it foar tmes: on the 11th, the 14th, the
1 7th and 18th,” ™ says Gim Pell, CEO of Splendora,
the on-line pamperng guide. Good hostesses and
hiosts share one trait, she says: “A charming, passive-
AEETESSIVE MANNET.”

4. Don't bring an uninvited guest, unless he hasan
Ohsear. Video and mulomedia arvise .0, Beltran was
having a small screening party in Potrero Hill when a
guest called to ask if he could bring a friend. “He said,
‘He's an Uscar-nominared producer and he wants m
screen o preview,’ ” Beltran recalls. 1 said, *Please
bring him." The party got richer,”

By the same token, be an interesting guest, but not
frighteningly so. At anather of Beltran's dinner par-
ties, she repaired to the kitchen to bring out dessert
and returned o find thar two gueses had fled the table,
Turns out they were freaked out by another guest's
impassioned description of how he'd been abducted
by aliens and had had a chip implanted in his head.

5. To both party-throwers and guests: Be prompt.
Whart with agonizing about last-minute cancellations
unl seating-chart rearrangements, Seth Matarasso,
the dermatologist to Bay Area high-society, was a bir
of a wreck at his recent birthday dinner at Bix. Guests
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had been invited
fewr 7:300 but by 8:20,
one was still miss-

ing. “Da you sit

Do you

wait?” e wondered.
He wwok acton. “Me
being as neurotic as |
aimt, Lwalked out of Bix

to look for her, hap-
pened o see her ar the
end of the alley and
velled, COME ON'

dowmn?

B. Pre-party, put youor
clothes on. “Every time
We @o o an event at
their hose,
somnebody is sull
in the shower,”
maoans an East Bay mother of owo. Answer-
ing the door in a wwel earns a big thumbs-down fro
Henore McDeonough Ernvin, one of the online advic
experts known as the Enguette Grrds and co-authar
“Things You Need w Be Told® (Berkley Bouok
2001}, “I think everybody should be fully dressed |
the time the guests start to arnive,” she says. Furthe:
miore, she adds, “Unruly pets should be put away.™

7. Announee your food preferences ahead of tirr
or suffer silently, Moments before dinner was served



ruestat |'ing Fairbanks' party envered
e kitchen and rejected the menu. The
up conwained milk, the sance had
ne, the vegetables were covered with
iwyer and the beef — forger it “She
id, *Can you prepare me something
e’ ™ says renowned San Francisco
wtess Fairbanks, “Thar probably was
it the ume for her o explain her

ctary problems.”

8. Cook the food thoroughly, bur ot
o thoroughly. “My grandmother was
aking everyone nervous,” explains
n Francisco woman. "My aunt didn'
o wair.” orcame the 'Thanksgiv-
g turkey, with slices that lay on the
ate cold mw the wuch winle pinkish
ood ran oot “The idea was, we must
rve this thing now and ger people ou
here.” The granddanghrer warded off
od-hygiene mishaps by hesting the
rkey in the microwave,

O the other hand, Scorr Davis, a
miract  programmer  in Bernal
eights, risked a major food flameour
i Christmas Eve. In an anempt to
peeze both a goose and a leg of lamb
to the oven, he larched the oven-door
ol wriggered the seli-cleaning fearure,
he door locked. “The oven is gerring
wter and horer,” he recalls. “Nothing
1l open it. I was pamicked. 1 have 12
aple coming and the oven is going 1o
i degrees.”

Removing the stoverop, he was able
unscrew the larch. Then he creatvely
shaped one of the pans so it i, “T ook
pair of pliers and benr the hell our of
" he says,

9. Serve real food. When Nell Bern-
sin anid "Timothy Buckwalter threw a
dicay party in Crakdand, Bernstein de-
ded o keep the menn simple: seven
nids of Christmas cookies and a wine
ew called glug. “There was nothing
lidd 1o ear,” she recalls. The glug was
rved warm from a pot on the stove, “1
35 proud of myself for having made
" suys Bernstein. “1 was pressing it on
ople.” Innocuous looking, the glug
livered an astonishing wallop. What
wsuned was “incredible drunkenness,”
e says, “People were saying, “What
ippened?’ ™

10. Chew your food, Table manners
we declined. “Talking with their
ouths full, purting elbows on the table
- it's a combination of not knowing,
ot caring, not feeling it makes a differ-
e, suys Symihi Seid, the foumder of
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Advanced Enguette, a San Francisco
training company. Oh, but manners do
maner, says Seid. The rule 18 thar you
should be able to chew twice, swallow
and then launch into an analysis. of
Osama bin Laden's childhood,

11, Say thank-yow *1 always send a
note and melnde something about the
evening that thrlled me,” says Davad
Daniel Bowes in San Francisco, He
doesn't dillydally, “If you're going o
write a note, it's best o do it the very

next day.” He keeps stamps and nove
cards wogether andwhips off the mixsv

in less than four minimes, @

Fane Mevedith Adams lase wroee for Th
Magazine on dvessing like w gronm-up.
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— The Bedroom Closet.

The home is the heart of life. An ever changing stary of cursalves, ou

family, our friends. A welcoma retreat where we protect, nurure an

sustain all that is needed and loved.

Lat California Closets share 25 years experience with you o creat

the finest custom storage solutions for all the areas of your home, Liv

the way you dream. Call today for a complimentary consultation |

your home,
Sonoma San Francisca ® Marin San Mateo
888.448.2040 415.921.2040 650.474.204

Showrooems 2040 Urion Street & San Francisco @ AJ7 Lindar Street « San Ralasl

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS.

www.calclosets.com




